Message

From: Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]
Sent: 4/23/2020 3:47:05 PM
To: Foss, Alyssa - DATCP [Alyssa.Foss@wisconsin.gov]; martinag [martinag@purdue.edu]; Beaver, Brad

[brad.beaver@illinois.gov]; Verhougstraete, Brian (MDARD) [verhougstraeteb@michigan.gov]; Carrie Leach
[leach13@purdue.edu]; Chris Difonzo [difonzo@msu.edu]; cindy flock [folck.2@osu.edu]; scottde@purdue.edu;
deanh [deanh@tc.umn.edu]; Doug Owens [doug.owens@illinois.gov]; Dustin Roy [dustin.roy@whiteearth-nsn.gov];
fwhitford [fwhitford@purdue.edu]; glenn nice [ghice@wisc.edu]; Greg Minor [gregory.minor@agri.ohio.gov];
Chahal, Gurinderbir (MDA} [g.chahal@state.mn.us]; heidi fischer [heidi.fischer@state.mn.us]; john stone
[stonejo2@msu.edu]; Ken Runkle [ken.runkle@illinois.gov]; ken.mccann@illinois.gov [Ken.McCann@illinois.gov];
Kern, Kevin (MDARD) [kernk@michigan.gov]; Reed, Leo A [reedla@purdue.edu]; Suppressed entry
Lori Bowman [Lori.Bowman@Wisconsin.gov]; Maria Restrepo-Turner [mrestrep@illinois.edu;
McCloskey, Mark D - DATCP [mark.mccloskey@wisconsin.gov]; mary ann rose [rose.155@osu.edu]; Mary Ferguson
[m-ferg@umn.edu]; Matt Beal [matthew.beal@agri.ohio.gov]; Matt Cochran [mcochran@agri.ohio.gov]; buesinge
[buesinge@ uiuc.edu]; Mott, Molly (MDARD) [mottm@michigan.gov]; Monica sipes [monica.sipes@wisconsin.gov];
Natalie Hoidal [hoida0l6@umn.edu]; Ola Ajayi (olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov) [olafimihan.ajayi@illinois.gov];
Personette, Robby E - DATCP [robby.personette@wisconsin.gov]; Roger Mackedanz
[roger.mackedanz@state.mn.us]; Ryan King [ryan.king@agri.ohio.gov]; Ende, Stephanie (MDA)
[Stephanie.Ende@state.mn.us]; Moss, Suzanne [suzanne.moss@illinois.gov]; Tana Haugen-Brown
[thbrown@umn.edu]; tim hoffman [thoffman@agri.ohio.gov]; Travis Cleveland [tclevela@illinois.edu]; Christine
Wicks [christine.wicks@state.mn.us]; George Saxton [saxtong@purdue.edu]; Greg Cremers
[greg.cremers@state.mn.us); Lisa Berg [lisa.berg@state.mn.us]; Beal, Matthew [beal@agri.ohio.gov]

cC: Baumgartner, Donald [baumgartner.donald@epa.gov]; Martig, Anton (Tony) [martig.anton@epa.gov]; Calvo, Estrella
[calvo.estrella@epa.gov]; Dibblee, Seth [Dibblee.Seth@epa.gov]; Jones, Margaret [jones.margaret@epa.gov]; Mysz,
Amy [mysz.amy@epa.gov]; Rittenhouse, Susan [Rittenhouse.Susan@epa.gov]; Capiro, Mirtha
[capiro.mirtha@epa.gov]; Niess, Claudia [niess.claudia@epa.gov]; Star, David [star.david@epa.gov]; Swenson,
Thomas [Swenson.Thomas@epa.gov]; Wesley, Abigail [wesley.abigail@epa.gov]

Subject: Bloomberg: Air Purifiers Making Covid-19 Claims Face Legal, Financial Risks

“Makers of air purifiers and other home health devices will face stiff financial penalties from the EPA
they make inflated or misleading marketing claims that their products can fend off the coronavirus,
attormeys say. .. Along with disinfectant products, the EPA said it plans to hold pesticidal devices,
including air purifiers, {o the same standard of proof when it comes to marketing their products ags a
defense against coronavirus.

“It is EPA's intention to pursue enforcement for those products making false and misleading claims
regarding SARS-CoV-2.” a spokeswoman said in an April 21 statement.

She said the agency is also working the Justice Department and e-commerce platforms o remove
and prohibit any fraudulent or ineffective products from the markeiplace”

hitos: /fnews bloomberglow. com/fenvironment-and-energy/air-puriflers-making-covid-19-claims -face-legal-financisl-
risks

Thanks to Maryann Suero of our Division for sharing this information.

Donald

Donald Baumgartner, B.5., M.S. Medizal Entomologist

RS WPS Coordinator, RS C&T Coord,, Bed Bug Specialist, Zika/Mosq Control, Urban Pests
TSCA and Pesticides Section {11-171}, Land and Chemicals Branch

LS. Environmental Protection Agency Region 5

77 West lackson Bled,

Chicage, HHlinols 60604
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From: Suero, Maryann <suero.maryann@epa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 9:06 AM

To:

Subject: FY! / Bloomberg: Air Purifiers Making Covid-19 Claims Face Legal, Financial Risks

Air Purifiers Making Covid-19 Claims Face Legal, Financial Risks

Bloomberg
hitos: //news bloomberglaw com/fenvironment-and-enerey/air-purifiers-making-covid-19-claims-face-legal-financial-

risk

5%

“...In recent weeks, the Environmental Protection Agency has announced a number of enforcement actions targeting
both companies and individuals accused of selling illegal products claiming to protect against viruses, including Covid-19.

Antimicrobial devices such air purifiers, ozone generators and UV irradiation units aren’t required to go through the
same EPA registration process as conventional pesticides. But they’re still bound by the same rules governing false or
misleading claims under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA), which the EPA has continued to
enforce in full even as it’s relaxed regulations in other areas during the pandemic...”
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